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A REVIEW

The Early Republic's Other Frontiers
WIIllAM C. diGIACOMANTONIO
EthanAllenandHis Kin: Correspondence, 1772-1819, ed.JohnJ. Duffy,
with Ralph H. Orth,J. Kevin Graffagnino, and Michael A. Bellesiles.
Hanover, N.H., and London: University Press of New England,
1998.2 vols., xlvii+ 817 pp. $100.00, ISBN 0-874S1-8S80-X.

a

u May 1775, Ethan Alien wrote to the

bany (N.Y.) Committee of Correspondence one of the most exciting letters, not
only in this two-volume edition of selected Alien Family
correspondence, but arguably in the entire annals of
American military and political history. Only the day before, he had led two hundred Vermont and Massachusetts militiamen to capture the British fortress of
Ticonderoga in what some consider the colonists' first
offensive action of the Revolutionary War. Members of
the Second Continental Congress had not yet even convened when Allen demanded the fort's surrender jointly
in their name and that of the "Great Jehova." (Don'tlook
for the famous quote in the letters; the legend dates from
Alien's memoir published four years after the fact.) Yet
there was Allen asking the Albany Committee for five hundred New York troops "Till the Other Colonies can have
Time to Muster" (p. 20)-more than a month before
the Continental Congress would adopt the"Army of Observation" outside Boston as its own genuinely interregional Continental Army.
. The bravura and political audaciousness Allen parades
~ the letter are two of the characteristics that have placed
hun at the head of America's early frontier folk heroes.
His appearance at the head of the edition's title, on the
other hand, is more of a nod to the importance of name
recognition, since the "kin" referenced in the second half
of the title account for the vast majority of the volumes'
letters and extend their coverage three decades beyond

WILLIAM C. DIGIACOMANTONIO is an associate editor of The Documen·
tary History o/the FirstFederal Congress, 1789-1791, a project cosponsored by The George Washington University and me NHPRC. In me
ten years he has worked for the project, he has used its sources for
several articles he has published on early federal history, including
congressional lobbying, the antislavery movement, and D. C. governance.

Ethan's death. Title notwithstanding, the edition focuses
with equal sharpness, if not depth, on an exceptional trio
of brot~~rs: the family "dictator" Ethan (1738-89); the
free-spmted Levi (1746-1801), who danced with Indians in Detroit and ended the Revolutionary War as an
outcast L.oyalist; and Ira (1751-1814), businessman, philanthropist, and international agent provocateur. Their
correspondence illustrates the influence they had on each
othe~ and, together and individually, on the political, econOffilC, and social development of what became the state
of Vermont.
The significance of the relationship, however, extends
beyond the shadow of the Green Mountains. The volumes' greatest contribution is in providing rare primary
s?urce docu~entation for the development of that specific commuruty type, the frontier. The Allens' Vermont
was, in every way, a frontier: nationally (between New
H~pshire and New York), internationally (between the
Umted States and Canada), and chronologically (between
the dissolution of Britain's American Empire and the aftermath of America's "Second War of Independence,"
the W~of 1812). Frederick Jackson Tumer'strendy hypothes1S abo~t th~ westward frontier is probably to blame
for so l~~g divertmg ~qual attention away from the early
Republic s otherfrontlers. Ethan Allen and His Kin goes far
to~ redres~ing this imbalance, accomplishing for Vermont m the first-person voice what Alan Taylor has recendy done so admirably in the third person for two other
noz:hern frontier communities in the early Republic:
Marne, and Cooperstown, New York. The historical
forces present in each predate the American Revolution.
Indeed~ ~he legal dispute over the "New Hampshire
Grants m the 1760s and 1770s were cracks in the armor
of Great Britain's imperial system-cracks through which
the Allen brothers let their light shine. The background to
the letters becomes the background to the Revolution especially the various classist barnes for which, in the ~ds
of many of the Aliens' contemporaries the Revolution
itself was merely the background. The Shays and Whiskey rebellions were manifestations of a tradition of extralegal political activism to which the Regulators in North
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Carolina, Pennsylvania's Wyoming Valley settlers, and
proximately 750 letters written between 1772 and 1819.
Ethan Allen's Green Mountain Boys were godparents.
The work seems exhaustively inclusive-within the chroTwo things distinguish the historical contribution of
nological parameters, at least, which are somewhat arbithe Allens' correspondence from other documentary
trary. (The land grants controVersy predates 1772 and the
sources for the same historical phenomenon. The first is
last of Ethan Allen's immediate "kin," Ira's wife Jerusha,
the family's apparently boundless affinity for the written
died in 1838.) But there is an unhealthy seduction in this
word. The second is Vermont's unique setting, which gave
apparent exhaustiveness. The only selection policy mentioned in the "Editorial Principles" is the editors' decision
the ambitious brothers scope for manipulating an uncerto exclude all promissory notes and executions, and
tain international situation to their private advantage. A
single sentence buried in an early footnote best summa"most" bills, receipts, depositions, and petitions to the govrizes the entire correspondence by statjng that the Allens
ernment. Why only some of the latter category are in"raised their and some friends' economic interests to a
cluded, and what the criteria for preferment were, is not
community and civil level" (1: 12n). One sees it in their
discussed. Depositions and petitions to the government
"Northem Door Strategy" of
are more substantive than everyflirting with the British in order
day business documents, and
to coax Congress's full recognitheir routine exclusion is disaption of Vermont's statehood,
pointing. The fact that a few are
thereby removing the New
included as appendix entries only
York jurisdiction menace in the
adds to the confusion.
early 1780s. One sees it as well
The editors have devoted a
in Ira's recruitment of French
generous quarter of page 525 to
military aid for a planned 1797
Samuel Gale's two-sentence letinvasion of Quebec and its anter acknowledging a Levi Allen
nexation to Vermont, to be reletter printed two pages earlier.
christened "New Columbia." In
This encourages the reader to
these and numerous other inthink that the above-mentioned
stances the Allen brothers turn
criteria have been observed to
a familiar bumperstickerupside
a fault. Yet when other letters
down, opting repeatedly to
ting the same criteria are rel"Think I.ocallylAct Globally."
egated to a mere mention in the
Just as the significance of
annotation (e.g., p. 655) and not
the Allen Family's corresponprinted at all, the reader's condence extends beyond local hisfidence dwindles. Whether setory and genealogy, it also
lection proves to be the bane or
extends beyond traditional
the genius of a particular docureckonings of the historical dismentary letterpress edition decipline itself. By preserving a
pends on a consistency that
scholars can depend on. Readbroad variety of tone and substance in letters between
ers of a "Selected Edition" need
spouses, parents, children, and Ira Allen, as portrayed in a miniature that his wife
to feel confident that what has
the widerfamily network, the Jerusha demanded he have painted in 1793.'
been selected exhausts the range
letters illustrate the centrality of Illustration kindly provided by the Bai/ey/Howe
of possibly useful sources and
family and kinship in certain his- Library at the University of Vermont.
if not, why not. Exceptions to
torical contexts. The Adams Papers is the most monumengeneral rules are inevitable; but such exceptions should
tal example of this genre, which Edith B. Gelles has mined
form the basis for further, more refined rules. In every
so successfully for similar themes about family, social hiscase, clearer specifications are necessary with these voltory, and women's history in her prize-winning biograumes, and editorial apparatus such as calendars exist to
phy Portia: The World ofAbigailAdams.
meet methodological refinements.
No previously published Allen Family corresponThe letters are arranged chronologically but separated
into thirteen chapters, each introduced by a succinct essay
dence covers the ground of these two volumes of ap-

m-
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identifying the incidents and themes around which the
letters in that chapter tend to coalesce. This arrangement
is particularly useful given the edition's skeletal index.
Despite the enticing, novel-like read of the Allen Family
history, most users will not consult the text linearly but
want to jump to specific subjects or concepts, such as land
schemes, Loyalists, democracy, or the British Home Office. The index makes this almost impossible, since main
entries are limited to proper names and places, while the
only subentries indicate when an individual has written,
been written to, or been mentioned. A significant improvement would have been to add subentries under place
names, to spare the reader from having to tum to more
than a hundred appearances of "Burlington, Vt." to find
where it is more than just the site of a letter's origin.

Levi Allen to Nancy Allen. 22 July 1788,from the Allen
Family papers. Bailey/Howe Library. University of
Vermont.

Other nontextual elements of the edition are bound
to please. The volumes are helpfully illustrated with portraits of several of the main characters (and some minor
ones). There are a few eighteenth-century maps of places
that figure in the story; the endpapers to each volume
reproduce probably the two best contemporary maps of
Vermont itself. More importantly, the volumes are amply, but not overly, footnoted. The biographical identifications alone make the edition a good encyclopedia for a
half-century of Vermont history. Unfortunately, no
sources are provided for the benefit of those who wish
to explore their subject more. The only bibliographic
sources listed are in the footnotes to the excellent introduction, which may be as conclusive a list as any scholar
could need.
The annotation succeeds by placing the reader of these
letters as closely as possible in the position of the informed
recipient. The same rationale is practiced in the transcription of the text. Readers generally will be well served by
the editors' light hand. For example, preserving epistolary forms that might seem merely conventional or even
archaic leaves the reader free to discover any and every
significance they might convey. In this way, one gains a
sense of immediacy that may have been to Levi Allen's
purpose when he bothered to date a business letter (21
August 1786) from "On board the Mary at Three Rivers,
Wind-bound." And scanning the closing lines of Ethan's
letters, historians can speculate to their heart's content by
tracing the various permutations of his self-styled rank,
from "Commander of Ticonderoga" the day after the
attack, to the more exalted "Commander of the Army"
that concludes his cowing letter to a group of Montreal
businessmen a few days later, to "Commander of the
G[reen] M[ountain] Boys" a few days after that, as the p0litical and military importance of his command becomes
clearer.
Unfortunately, one suspects from the neatness of the
page that the editors have not been equally forthright about
their emendations. Eighteenth-century letters, especially
those among family, written in haste and with candor, are
never so consistently neat. In the rare instance a struckout passage is transcribed and footnoted into a letter (e.g.,
p. 525). Otherwise, the "Editorial Principles" makes no
mention of cross-outs and indeed none are marked in
the text, although the edition does indicate text lost due
to mutilation or tears. The procedures for other silent
corrections are the conventional ones, clearly explained in
the introductory material, and made in the interests of a
clarity that the edition happily attains.
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A REVIEW

Mediocrity in Paradise
THERESE WEBER
Bad Colonists: The South Seas Letters o/Vernon Lee Walker & Louis
Becke, ed. Nicholas Thomas and Richard Eves. Durham, N.C.: Duke
University Press, 1999. xxiv & 168pp. $49.95 (doth), ISBN 08223-2257-9; $16.95 (paper), ISBN 0-8223-2222-6.

r

is common for documentary editors to defend
the writings with which they are dealing as important in some historical or social sense. Hthe author of the work is famous, or the document very old,
such a defense is easy. For less well known or more recent individuals, the editor will present a case for publication: the style of the writing is remarkable, or the
documents bear witness to significant events, or they have
value because the writer belonged to a particular, perhaps
marginalized, section of society. Nicholas Thomas and
Richard Eves, the editors of the letters of Vernon Lee
Walker and Louis Becke, make no such claims for their
subjects. Walker and Becke were "bad colonists": not bad
because they indulged in atrocious acts or suffered from
serious character flaws (although they both voice contemporary racist beliefs), but bad because they were simply
not very successful at the colonists' pursuit. Their letters
relate tales of loss, illness, sunburn, and social ostracism.
For Walker at least, the adventure of colonization proved
fatal. This very failure to succeed is offered by the editors
as a point of interest, as a counterpoint to "the confidence
of colonialism in the epoch of Stanley" epitomized in
contemporary "optimistic, blandly self-assured" accounts
of landscape and scenery.
Although the editors deliberately provide little biographical information, it is clear that Vernon Lee Walker's
death at the hands of the natives of Pentecost Island in
December 1887 was the most significant and newsworthy event of his short life. Thomas and Eves are at pains
to stress Walker's mediocrity, and he is presented here as
a failure not only in terms of the colonizing venture, but
also as a writer, in his own words "an awfully bad hand"

THERESE WEBER is completing her doctorate in documentary editing
at University College, Australian Defence Force Academy, Canberra.
Her edition ofthe journals of Georgiana McCrae is to be published in
the Academy Editions of Australian Literature series.
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!fis letters, written from 1878 to 1887, show him settling
m Melbourne, Sydney, New Caledonia, and the New
Hebrides, living and later working in the shadow of his
more successful older brother Howard, who was engaged
in trading activities in the Pacific Islands.
Walker's documents are held in the State Library of
Victoria, Australia, and Rhodes House in Oxford, but the
editors do not discuss their provenance or speculate as
to why the manuscripts of such a seemingly nondescript
person would be held in not one, but two, libraries. The
letters are in the main addressed to Walker's mother:, and
there is a strong sense of duty about them: in his apologies for not having written sooner, for the poor quality
of his notepaper, and for being generally a poor correspondent. Not much interested in describingthe local
scenery or even the wider social mores of the places
through which he traveled (all of which must have been
exotic and full of interest to his correspondents at home),
Walker tends to write egocentrically of the minor maladies and little mishaps of his life, as he struggles to gain a
fmancial foothold as a settler and trader. Hence a trip to
New Zealand is summarized in the following extract from
a letter dated 19 September 1881:
I had a long trip through New Zealand, four
months of it, and at the very worst time of the
year, nothing but rain, snow, frost and wind, I was
pretty glad to get back to warm weather again,
for I can't stand cold after living in a hot climate
for five years, "things ain't as they used to was."
In doing New Zealand you have to go through
a lot of coaching, (and some of them are days
from half two in the morning till eleven at night),
& raining and snowing is not what you may call
travelling for pleasure, I had lots of accidents and
adventures, but nothing very serious. The worst
I think was being upset in a river, whilst crossing
in a coach, the driver mistook the ford, and before we knew where we were, we were upset
coach and all in five feet of water. We managed
to save the horses and luggage, (the latter of
course soaking), but we had to leave the coach
in the river, & wait in our wet clothes two hours

for another coach, and did not reach our destination till eleven at night, without even a dry collar to put on. I was wet through for nearly three
weeks, and of course had to suffer in the shape
of rheumatism. The next time I make a trip to
New Zealand I hope that it will be in the summer months. [PAS]
Such catastrophes seem to characterize Walker's descriptions of his expeditions, providing an ironic forecast
of his last and tragic voyage. On the whole, Walker appears a somewhat passive figure who acts at the behest
of others, especially his brother Howard. As the editors
point out, 'ti]t is Howard who has the opportunity to visit
home, Howard who owns the business, he who directs
Lee to travel or not travel, to take a place or not in the
boat, and he who is married or about to be married, and
is making arrangements concerning houses, furniture, and
wallpaper" (p. 54). Lest the reader feel inclined to sympathize with this somewhat pathetic figure, the editors are
keen to underscore the unpleasant aspects of Walker's
personality, in particular his love of blood-sports and his
racist oudook.
Nevertheless, it is hard not to feel some compassion
for Vernon lee Walker, particularly when reading the last
letter in the section of the book devoted to him. Written
by his brother Howard to inform the family of Walker's
death, this letter could have been expected to comprise a
testament to his brother's life, or at the very least an expression of filial love. Instead, Howard writes of his
brother's murder purely in tenns ofhis own inconvenience
("this upsets all my plans") and blood-vengeance:
I have got two vessels placed at my disposal one
American flag & the other Danish & we intend
to go to Pentecost & get our revenge, I have got
20 volunteers here, all white men, splendid shots
& accustomed to the Islands, & I expect [an]other
20 from Noumea & being under foreign flags
no-one can interfere with us, & we will make it
hot for the natives. [pp. 74-5]
In theirinte.tpretation of Walker's letters, Thomas and
Eves show how Walker's self-image seems to collapse and
erode over time under the influence of climate and circumstance: the passivity that characterizes his letters also
shows him surrendering those aspects of self associated
with the superior colonizing race. He complains of his

skin cbangingcolor, rendering him unrecognizable to those
at home, and unfit to return. He has become so acclimated
to the warmth that he would no longer be able to live in
a cool climate.
Alongside Walker's letters, the editors have set a selection of the letters of Louis Becke. In contrast to Walker,
Becke was at one time a very well known writer of adventure stories of the swash-buckling, boys-own type,
although the editors emphasize that "[d]espite his widespread popularity at the turn of the century ... Becke is
now an almost forgotten literary figure" (p. 80). Perhaps
because of the relative wealth of biographical information available on Becke, and the inclusion of his later fictional writings on the Pacific in the editors' interpretation
of him, Louis Becke emerges a far more complex individual than the almost two-dimensional portrayal of the
passive Walker. The letters collected in this book derive
from Becke's early manhood-the first was written when
he was twenty-five years old-and were written prior to
his embarking upon a literary career. Many of his books
borrowed heavily from this time of his life, when he attempted to establish himself as a trader in the area of the
Pacific known today as Micronesia. Becke's letters, although brief and often mundane, at times (unlike Walker's)
do display a certain flair for writing, as in this description
of a hurricane that struck the Ellice Islands at 3 A.M. on 2
February 1881 and destroyed his trading station:
It was now blowing furiously the air filled with
salt spray and as I expected a change at turn of
tide I sent a little girl to crawl along on the sand
to the beach and see if the tide was coming inin a few minutes she came flying back saying.
"The sea has gone away, there is nothing but
tarevereve" (great empty space). Anticipating
something serious we ran into the big house and
the next minutes with a strange roaring sound the
sea rose up like a wall and dashed over the reef
in one mighty wave and swept up into the village, sweeping away fifteen houses like chaffthe next wave dashed into my front room and
filled it with coral rocks and sand. [po 113]
Becke's ten letters were written over a period of
nearly two and a half years from April 1880 to N ovember 1882 and, like those of Walker, were with one exception addressed to his mother. They show the young
trader's initial optimism souring as one setback followed
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another: horrific storms, disputes with the native inhabitants, shipwreck, and the collapse of his employers' trading company, as well as illness, all contribute to the
recurrent themes of failure and imminent ruin. As with
Walker, however, it is the unpleasant aspects of Becke's
character that the editors wish to stress, pointing out his
belief that to succeed in his business it was necessary to
trade unfairly and his desire on more than one occasion
to resort to violence against the natives, and contrasting
Becke's portrayal of himself in the letters as an upright
colonial gentleman with an account of his improper
marriage to a young native girl.
It should be apparent that the editors of Bad Colonists
have constructed for themselves a well-defined paradigm
in which to place their two correspondents. Thomas and
Eves acknowledge that other, more comprehensive,
sources are available for historians and anthropologists
interested in historical witnesses to the colonial moment;
that these "fragmented and semiliterate notes" provide
"merely passing glimpses." However, it is Walker's "bad
hand" and the silences and fIssures in Becke's letters that
illustrate so effectively the failure of their own enterprises,
and the dark and degenerate side of the wider imperial

culture.
Bad Colonists is a challenging book for readers seeking a conventional scholarly edition of letters. In fact, the
editors have been deliberate in not providing the usual
scholarly trappings for the documentary texts: their rationale for selecting which letters to publish goes unexplained,
the letters are on the whole unannotated, and there is no
note on the text. Instead, Thomas and Eves weave their
interpretive commentary around the letters, using the original texts as a springboard for a series of meditations: on
the materiality of the documents and the sensual experience of archival research, the contrasting ways in which
the two writers fashion themselves, and the thematic continuities between Becke's letters and his later fIctional writing. And it is clear that much of the interest in this book
lies in these editorial interpolations, the fluidity and coherence of which appear in stark contrast to the relatively
fragmentary and incomplete selection of letters.
Thomas and Eves claim that this book is a work of
experimental history. It is experimental, presumably, because of the choice of the unlikable and never-famous
Walker and the unlikable and no-longer-famous Becke as
their protagonists, and because they have preferred to
engage in subjective interpretation of the texts as opposed
to analytical or empirically driven approaches. Such approaches would, they write, be impossible to make in the
case of such fragmentary and disjunctive texts, and would
78

DOCUMENTARY EDITING / December 1999

miss the point about the nature of these texts:
Although such gaps and silences, disparities and
disjunctures may lead the empiricist historian to
despair, they can be exceedingly illuminating.
Rather than a homogeneous truth, the disjunctures, ruptures, gaps, and silences reveal the complexities and tensions of empire, as well as the
ways men, such as Becke, seek to represent themselves in a particular way, which changes over
time. This is not to suggest there are "no facts,"
but that facts alone cannot portray the complexities of human interactions. [po 85]
Whether or not the experiment succeeds no doubt
depends upon what the individual reader is seeking in this
book, and it certainly works well on many levels, particularly in the brilliant and wide-ranging essays that interleave
the letters. However, I remained unconvinced that a more
conventional embodiment for the letters would undermine the intellectual point of the book, as the editors seem
to imply. It is not clear, for example, whether the lack of
background information on Vernon Lee Walker is due
to the fact that there is no available contemporary evidence,
or that it simply has not been searched for. The editors
defend the dearth of explanatory notation as appropriate for the letters of Walker in the following way:
Little is known of Walker's life other than what
can be discerned from his letters. We have
avoided annotating them in a conventional way,
which would tell you what little we know about
which ships he travelled on, more about the individuals he refers to in passing, and so on. That
contextualisation is normally the business of an
editor of historical texts of this kind. The information is supposed to make particular sources
more accessible and useful, to install them like
museum relics in a well-illuminated cabinet. It is
not clear to us that knowing more about Walker's
accounts or relatives would somehow make this
correspondence into a valuable component of
"the" historical record. Admittedly, such details
supply certain facts for those concerned with, for
example, the incidents of violence that led to
extension of colonial control in the area and the
failure of small Australian businesses in the Pacific. We are not opposed to that sort of annotation in principle and have done it in other texts.
But in this case such worthy scholarship would

seem to miss the point: the "evidence" here lies
less in what Walker reports than in his haziness,
in his inability to report, in the anxiety and
epistemic murk his bad hand renders so intelligible. [po 17]
While this is an acceptable argument, in light of the
particular use made by the editors of Walker's letters in
this book, Thomas and Eves have rendered the letters less
useful for future readers for precisely the sorts of reasons they delineate in the above passage. It is not possible
for an editor to anticipate the range of uses to which an
edition might be put, and therefore to give it the broadest possible base of information would still seem to be a
desirable project. The letters become an example of an
enclosing argument, but ifless restrictively presented might
have been able to bear other burdens as well.
Of more concern is the accuracy of the transcription of the letters. While no note on the text is provided
(other than a mention that Walker's idiosyncratic end-ofsentence punctuation mark has been replaced by a fullstop), certain editorial principles can be gleaned from the
transcriptions themselves. The letters appear at first examination to be a literal transcription of the documentarytexts: misspellings and other errors appear not to have
been corrected, underlining is rendered in italic, ampersands and abbreviations have not been expanded, editorial interpolations into the text are in square brackets, etc.
Such a policy of exact transcription would seem in keeping with the interest the editors show in the artifact and
the archive, and a number of photographs are included
in the book, both of physical objects and souvenirs from
the writers' collections and of the letters themselves. Many
of these photographs the reader encounters before the
contents page is reached.
However, a quick comparison of these facsimiles
with the transcriptions shows that the principles of literal
transcription have been applied inconsistently. Photographs
of the manuscripts are provided for Vernon Lee Walker's
letter dated 18 December 1883 and Louis Becke's letter
dated 21 February 1881. These show a number of differences between manuscript and published text, whichgiven the small number of letters published-seems
surprising. For example, some superscript letters are retained in the transcription, where others are taken to the
line; underlinings are inconsistently retained or italicized;
some ampersands have been spelled out; and midsentence
capitalizations have been retained in some cases but not
in others. Some misspellings have been corrected, not all
editorial restorations have been bracketed, and omitted

words and words accidentally repeated have been excluded from the transcription which, given the editorial
interest in slips and silences, might have warranted inclusion. The letters have been reparagraphed and to a certain extent repunctuated. There are also a surprising
number of substantive differences: "part of the town"
becomes "part of town" and "the warm weather" becomes "the warmer weather" in the published version of
Walker's letter; while "greatlest" becomes "great but lest"
and "but although" becomes "although" in the case of
Becke. If these inconsistencies are present in the letters for
which photographs of the manuscripts have been published, presumably there is cause for concern about the
accuracy of the transcription in general.
Thomas and Eves worry that this book somehow
dignifies the letters by publishing them, that the editors
are "rehabilitating bad colonists. " This postcolonial paradox manifests itself in continual efforts to underscore the
deficiencies of the letters and the letter writers. As we in
the western world continue to focus our troubled gaze
on our colonial past, it is important not just to examine
the dominant discourses of imperial domination, or try
to reconstruct the absent voices of the oppressed, but to
deal also with the ordinary, unheroic traces of struggle
and disappointment that marked the lives of such men
as Vernon Lee Walker and Louis Becke. In this sense, a
work like Bad OJlonistsfills a gap, not so much in our knowledge, but in our perceptions of history. It is a pity that
the volume is so fully contained in its editorial methods
by the postcolonial anxiety I have mentioned.

Barbara Penny Kanner Award
The Western Association of Women Historians will
award $500 to the best scholarly bibliographical and
historical guide to research focused on women or gender history. The award is intended to promote the
practice of bibliomethodology and reflect the critical tools of the historian's craft as they have been
developed to provide research guides. Book-length
submissions are preferred, but substantial guides in
other forms (article or book chapters) may also be
considered. Membership in the WAWH is required.
For membership information, contact Janet Brodie,
Secretary, at janet. brodie@cgu.edu. Send three copies of prize submissions by 15 February 2000 to
Nancy Slote, 1910 4th Avenue N., Seattle, WA 98109.
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A REVIEW

Disparate Cultures in Contact
ROWENA McCLINTON
The BrainerdJournal: A Mission to the Cherokees, 1817-1823, ~Jo>:"ce
B. Phillips, Paul Gary Phillips, and Philip Viles. Lincoln: U DlVer51ty
of Nebraska Press, 1998. xx+586 pp. $55.00, ISBN 0-8032-3718-9.

~ture, theBrainerdJournal:A Mission to the C1Jero.

important primaIy source forCherokeerul-

ees, 1817-1823, is composed of notes written almost daily by two New England missionaries, Cyrus
Kingsbury and Ard Hoyt. Their contribution to Cherokee history is valuable because, other than government
accounts that parallel this same era, little litenlture survives
about these crucial years preceding forced removal in
1838-39.
As Anglo encroachment on Cherokee land ~d ~e
sources intensified in the early 18oos, Cherokee chiefs mcreasingly turned to missionaries to teach their yo~g
peopl~ English, not <:hristianity. T~ey beli~? ~~ nllS~
sionanes could proVlde ways, the arts of Clvilizatlon,
to deal with the invading frontier settlers. The first missionaries to enter the Cherokee nation to establish mission schools were the Moravians, followed by the
Presbyterians. 1 In 1817, Cherokee leaders invited New
England Congregational missionaries, spon~ored ~~ the
American Board of Commissioners for FOrelgn Missions
based in Boston, to open a mission school near presentday Chattanooga. The Brainerd Mission, or Chickamauga,
was named for the well-known New England missionary David Brainerd and lasted from 1817 to 1838, when
the
government forced Cherokees from their ances-

u.s.

tral domain.2
Throughout the early 18oos, land tenure was the most
difficult problem the Cherokees faced, and ~us the Journal discloses just how critical the years preceding removal
actually were. It was kept from 1817 to 1823, after which
the missionaries wrote of their experiences in letters to
their benefactors, the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. TheseJournal entries ~ a ~other
lode for ethnographic material and for descnptlons of

ROWENA McCUNToN is an assistant professor of history at Southern

Illinois University Edwardsville. She is at work on two boo~-length
manuscripts on Moravian missionaries to the Cherokee nation.
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the dailiness of community life at Brainerd.
Because the Mission housed hundreds of Cherokee
boys and girls, visitors abounded, and naturally they told
the missionaries about encountering various Anglo pressures to abandon the southeast for land over the Arkansas River. The records reveal that whites harassed
Cherokees constandy by stealing their cattle, horses, and
hogs. Other missionary observations divulge early nineteenth-century Cherokee insights into
policymakers'
expulsion intents in the Federnl City: The Father (the president) sent plows and hoes for the Cherokees to learn the
"arts of civilization" and told the Cherokees to plant, not
hunt. 3 "Now the Father4 hands out rifles and says to us
there is plenty of hunting ground around the Arkansas
River. "5 So critical was the topic of land retention that
Second Principal Chief Charles Hicks told the missionaries that "many of the people are very anxious to receive
instruction and their anxiety is increased from the conviction that their very existence as a people depends upon
it" (p. 73). Yet many other parents thought it futile for
their children to receive an education because "white
people were determined to have the country" (p. 95). But
the Journal relates that Cherokee leadership remained firm
in its conviction to retain its historic terrain: "Cherokee
chiefs appear determined not to part with their land on
any conditions" (pp. 9, 386).
The Journal also mentions that the Cherokee National
Council along with Principal ChiefPathkiller demanded
that Cherokee children stay in the Mission until their
schooling met missionaries' satisfaction. Concerned about
getting Cherokee youth educated, the Cherok~ National
Council forbade any child to leave school Wlthout the
permission of the missionaries or else be fmed. Schooling was free to the Cherokees so long as they obeyed
Cherokee law. One Cherokee mother, desperate to stay
within Cherokee legalities, used a rod to punish her child,
who did not want to stay at the Mission any longer. Corporal punishment, a European innovation, was rare
among Indian peoples.
Exacerbating additional tensions was missionary presence in general. Their living in the Cherokee nation led to
factionalism, because Cherokees relayed misleading infor-

u.s.

mation and hearsay that added the needed fuel to cause
dissension in Cherokee nmks. The missionaries reported
that a few Cherokees claimed that they would not send
their children to Brainerd Mission because Second Principal Chief Charles Hicks benefited financially according
to the number of children enrolled.
Dividing the nation even further were the malevolent rumors floating throughout the Cherokee community about the Congregational missionaries. Some
Cherokees believed that missionaries would kidnap their
children. The Journal also reveals how Cherokees circulated other deceptions about Brainerd through the following story: A few Cherokees spread lies about the
school and reported that many of the Mission's children
remained sick most of the time. Attributing the stories to
Satan, the missionaries attempted to frustrate the effects
of misinformation since they were always concerned with
their reputation in the Cherokee nation. Often the Journal
recounts that the missionaries reiterated Cherokee leaders' confirmations: They are "throughly convinced of the
truth and excellency of our most holy religion" (p. 198).
In reality, strain and stress in Cherokee society persisted
and thus complicated and impeded the "civilizing" process. While the entries reveal missionary empathy for the
Cherokees and observations of Cherokee culture, many
of the accounts actually deal with missionary health problems. They contracted numerous ailments; details about
methods used to cure them are abundant throughout the

Jatmal.
Additionally, the missionaries were ethnocentric and
aired their feelings of superiority toward the Cherokees.
As a polygamist society, the Cherokees naturally had marital
values and practices different from those of the missionaries. Frequendy, the missionaries viewed Cherokees as
"whore mongers and adulterers God will judge" (p. 47).
The "civilizers" disclosed their dismay and intolerance for
Cherokee customs such as Cherokee Ball Play, "heathen"
events that have no place in "civilized" society. As agents
of change, they were intractable against students who were
absent due to Ball Play. One Tilman Rose, who had the
longest tenure of all students and spoke good English,
merited expulsion because not only had he attended Ball
Play but he had led others to do likewise. Inadvertendy,
the Journal unveils the perseverance of Cherokee tntditions
even when Cherokee leaders and missionaries alike were
attempting to rid Cherokees of time-honored customs
in order to attain Anglo respect.
Such prejudice on the part of the New England missionaries, however, went a long way toward preventing
more Cherokees from being baptized. The Journal dis-

closes that out of more than three hundred students who
attended the school off and on during the five years from
1817 to 1823, only eleven joined the Mission church. The
diaries report that the most notable Cherokee student
converts were John Arch and Catharine Brown,6 both of
whom served the Mission as interpreters. Additionally,
since they found the Mission's "civilization" program
friendly substitutes for Cherokee customs, these two pupils embraced Christianity and the "arts of civilization"
and urged others to follow the same paths.
Furthermore, "civilizing" Cherokees meant making
them into whites by ridding them of traditional wayschanging males from hunters into farmers and girls from
agriculturalists into weavers and spinners. In order to execute the "civilization" process, the Mission contained
more than one hundred American people by 1823, and
consisted of forty buildings: a storeroom (dry goods
store), gristmill, sawmill, looms, and blacksmith shop in
addition to a church and houses for missionaries and students. The Journal's numerous diary entries reveal generous gifts to promote the Mission's "civilizing" aim, mainly
from New England patrons, who often sent money and
supplies. The latter consisted of various items such as
books and tracts, combs, stocking yarn, needles, silk, and
ink stands. Money was used to buy horses, hire blacksmiths, and build cabins. Frequendy the missionaries recorded how Cherokee chiefs, Charles Hicks and
Pathkiller, continually praised the Mission because of its
"civilizing" influence in the Cherokee nation.
This carefully edited edition of 1be BrainerdJournal is
an enlightening aperture into early nineteenth-century
Cherokee culture. The Journal itself is complemented by
introductory chapters, endnotes, a geographical index,
and student biographical sketches. The editors chose to
edit according to prevailing standards for documentary
editors: intrude as little as possible into the original manuscript. They recorded crossed-out text, permitting the
missionaries' original thoughts to be read and thereby
imparting finer detail. For instance, the reader can discern
how a sickness, scrofula, particularly rampant among
Cherokees, affects the body: one of his legs was "afflicted
with lameness ... occasioned by white swelling" (p. 230).
Available to researchers until recendy only in microfilm or in the original manuscript at the Houghton Library
at Harvard, this thoroughly annotated transcription of the
Journal will appeal to ethnohistorians, historians of the
Early Republic, religious scholars, and a general audience.
Since parts of the Journal pinpoint disparate cultures in
contact, a subject of national concern, case studies can be
extrapolated for college or secondary classroom use.
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What makes this work particularly significant is that
coeditors Gary Phillips and Philip Viles are direct descendants of the Mission's first superintendent, the Reverend
Ani Hoyt, and Assistant Principal Chief George Lowery.
Along withJoyce Phillips, they have contributed gready
to our understanding of a bygone eta. This Journal sheds
remarkable insight into a time when Anglo opportunism
went unbridled, and Americans backed by an aggressive
government looked upon indigenous people as obstacles
to progress and "civilization.»
All that remains of the Brainerd Mission today is the
Brainerd cemetery, flanked by a shopping center and an
asphalt parking lot, along Brainerd Road in present-day
Chattanooga, near Chickamauga Creek, the northern
border of the ancient Cherokee nation. Cherokee visitors
frequent the cemetery, maintained by the Chickamauga
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution,
one of few structural reminders of their past.

Notes
1. In 1801, the Unity of the Brethren, or the Moravians,
established Springplace Mission, a site in present-day northwest
Georgia. Springplace Mission closed in 1833, when Georgia citizens
took Moravian dwellings by force due to an 1832 Georgia land
lottery. For infonnation about the Springplace Mission, see Rowena

McClinton, "The Moravian Springplace Mission Among the
Cherokees at Springplace, Georgia" (ph.D. dissertation, University
of Kentucky, 1996); William Gerald McLoughlin, Cherokees and
Missionaries: 1789-1839 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1984);
and the Reverend Edmund Schwarze,Histury oftheMoravian Missions
Among Southern Indian Tribes ofthe United States (Bethlehem: Times
Publishing Co, 1923; reprint, Grove, Oklahoma: Stauber Books,
1999).
In 1804, the Presbyterians started a mission school near
present-day Maryville, Tennessee, and Cherokees closed it in 1810
because the headmaster, the Reverend Gideon Blackburn, traded
whiskey with southeast Indian tribes, an illegal business.
McLoughlin, "ParsonBlackhurn's Whiskey,"Journal ofPresbyterian
History 57, no. 4 (Winter 1979): 427-45.
2. For a defInitive study of the Brainerd Mission, see Robert
Sparks Walker, Torchlights to the Cherokees (New York: The
Macmillan Company, 1931; reprint, Johnson City, Tennessee:
OvermountainPress,1993).
3. President George Washington and Secretary of War Henry
Knox established the first official U.S. Indian policies, whereby the
government sponsored missionary efforts and sent Indian agents to
various tribes with "civilization" tools such as hoes, plows, spinning
wheels, and looms.
4. James Monroe.
5. 1beBrainerdJournal, 60, hereafter cited by page number in the
text.

6. For a defInitive study of Catharine Brown, see Rufus
Anderson,MemoirofCatharineBrown:A ChristianIndianoftheC1Jerok£e
Nation (Boston: Crocker and Brewster, 1825; reprint, Signal
Mountain: Mountain Press, n.d.).

Institute for the Editing of Historical Documents
March 2000
Contingent on funding, the twenty-ninth annual Institute for the Editing of Historical Documents will be held 19-24 June 2000
in Madison, Wisconsin. Joindy sponsored by the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), the State
Historical Society ofW1SCOnsin, and the University of WISCOnsin, the Institute will provide detailed theoretical and practical instruction in documentary editing and publication.
The Institutes have been extraordinarily productive, providing training to more than 450 participants to date. Of these 68 are
heading or have headed important documentary publication projects and many others have worked as full-time historical editors.
Institute graduates also include college and university faculty, editors of state historical publications and staff editors of other
publications, archivists, manuscript librarians, government historians, and graduate students from many universities. The 15-18
interns meet every morning and most afternoons for lectures and presentations by experienced editors. Three resident advisors will
be available for consultation during the tenn of the Institute.
The 2000 faculty and their topics are Michael Stevens (State Historical Society of Wisconsin), introduction to documentary
editing; RichardL. Leffler (Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution), transcription; Esther Katz (The Margaret
Sanger Papers), document selection, promoting an edition, and fundraising; Robert Rosenberg (The Papers of Thomas A. Edison),
annotation and electronic editions; John P. Kaminski (Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution), indexing; and
Nancy C. Essig (University Press of Virginia), publishing an edition. Katz, Leffler, and Rosenberg will serve as resident advisors.
There will be no charge for tuition. Single accommodations for the interns are provided at no cost in the Wisconsin Center
Guest House on the University of Wisconsin campus. The Guest House, which is run much like ahotel, is two blocks from the
State Historical Society, where the daily meetings are held.
Application to the Institute is competitive, with numerous applicants every year from all over the country. Further infunnation
and application forms are available from the NHPRC, National An:hives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C. 20408;
phone (202) 501-5610; e-mail: nhprc@arch1.nara.gov; The application deadline is March 15,2000.
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A REVIEW

Explorations in Class and Gender in the Old South
JAMESM.DENHAM
The Confessions ofEdward/sham: A Poor White Life ofthe South, ed.
Charles C. Bolton and Scott P. Culclasure. Athens: University of
Georgia Press, 1998. xxn+192 pp. $40.00(cloth), ISBN 0-82032021-8; $18.00(paper), ISBN 0-8203-2073-0.
RecollectionsofaSouthemDaughter.AMemoirByComelu,JonesPondof
Liberty County, ed. LucindaH. MacKethan. Athens: University of
Georgia Press, 1998. xlvi+ 118 pp. $24.95, ISBN 0-8203-2044-7.

T:

e two lives depicted in these accounts represent two dramatically different versions of life
in the Old South. As the privileged daughter
of a well-to-do slaveholder, Cornelia Jones Pond of Liberty County, Georgia, encountered. none of the hardships
and experiences of Edward Isham-who represented a
class of people that contemporaries and historians have
labeled "poor white." Pond's world was a place of supportive parents, balls, dashing suitors, and loyal servants.
Edward Isham's world, on the other hand, was one of
bad whiskey, knives, firearms, and poverty. Their lives
offer two striking contrasts of white experiences in the
antebellum South.
Ever since the publication of Frank 1. Owsley's classic study Plain Folk ofthe Old South (Baton Rouge, 1949),
historians have explored the world of the white
nonslaveholder. 1 They have also quarreled heatedly about
divisions within this "Plain Folk" category. As Robert
Culclasure explains, "Until a consensus develops on what
to call the group-the confusion reflects uncertainty about
how to define antebellum poverty as well as an under. standable desire to avoid pejorative-there will continue
to be a plethora of descriptive terms. One point is clear:
those described as 'poor whites' are only part of the larger
group variously labeled 'plain folk,' 'common whites,' or
'yeomen.'" Thus "poor whites require a many-faceted
definition" (154). While moving in fits and starts, scholarship on poor whites has been going on for quite some

JAMES M. DENHAM teaches history at Florida Southern College in
Lakeland, and is the editor with Canter BrownJr. of Cracker Times
andPioneerLives: TheFloridaReminiscencesofGeorgeGilletKeenand
StrrabPamelaWillUtms(Columbia:UniversityofSouthCarolinaPress,
forthcoming 2000).

time. 2 Most older studies of poor whites have utilized
travel accounts and letters of well-to-do or well-educated
persons, whose opinions reflect biases and prejudices of
their class and backgrounds. Recently scholars have begun using other sources to study the lives of poor whites.
Criminal records, for example, have shed light on the
group. One underutilized source has been wanted proclamations published in newspapers. 3 The Confessions of
Edward Isham represents one of the most impressive efforts thus far in bringing this shadowy group to light.
Like the lives of so many of his contemporaries,
Edward Isham's life would have gone unnoticed and
undocumented if not for his prosecution for a murder
he committed in North Carolina. His court-appointed
attorney, David Schenck, dutifully recorded Isham's life
experiences as dictated to him in preparation for his trial.
Schenck, who eventually became a prominent judge, died
in 1902, and his voluminous papers and diaries were donated to the University of North Carolina. Missing from
that cache was the notebook in which he recorded the
testimony of his client, who was hanged in 1860. Isham's
life story survives because Schenck's daughter donated this
notebook to the North Carolina Division of Archives and
History in 1945.
The editors have produced three primary documents:
Isham's "biography" (renamed autobiography); newspaper accounts of Isham's murder of James Cornelius; and
the trial judge'S statement which accompanied the
defendant's appeal to the North Carolina Supreme Court.
The second and the third documents are reproduced in
their original form, except that the spelling of Isham is
standardized. (It often appeared as /cern or Isom.) Expertly
executed maps trace Isham's movements between the
Alabama-Georgia border counties connected by the
Coosa, Tallapoosa, and Chattahoochee river systems. The
editors admit that the autobiography is "undoubtedly not
a complete account of the life of Edward Isham, and
although Schenck clearly played a pivotal role in determining what information about Isham has survived, the
narrative unmistakably renders the voice of Edward
Isham, however incomplete and filtered through the sensibilities of David Schenck" (xi).
Edward Isham spent most of his violent life on the
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move drinking, stealing, fighting, fornicating, and gambling his way through Georgia, Alabama, Arkansas, Tennessee, and finally North Carolina, where he met his fate
on the gallows for murdering his employer. Isham worked
for wages: cutting timber, digging ditches, driving cattle,
and mining gold. During his rambles on boat, train, horseback, and foot, Isham married at least two women but
"took up" with dozens of others throughout his life. He
also consorted and gambled with blacks without compunction. (He even worked for a free black named "Fax"
in Tennessee.) After killing a man in Arkansas, Isham found
shelter with relatives on the Georgia-Alabama border (as
he often did on similar occasions). But he never stayed
long. Isham killed another man near Montgomery, Alabama, fled to the Georgia-North Carolina border, and
changed his name to Harland Bone. Not long thereafter,
Isham killed James Cornelius in a dispute over wages and
was subsequently captured in Tennessee after a flight of
over a hundred miles.
The "Autobiography of Edward Isham, Alias
'Hardaway Bone,'" is a fascinating first-person tale that
forms the basis for six essays analyzing several aspects of
poor white life. Charles Bolton uses Isham's account to
explore poor white labor in the Old South. David H. KIeit
traces the resettlement of the Cherokee Country. In two
separate articles Scott P. Culclasure investigates murder and
criminal justice for poor whites in the antebellum South.
Victoria E. Bynum analyzes the images of women in
Isham's autobiography. In the last article Joseph P. Reidy
explores the worlds of nineteenth-century condemned
men. Both the editors and contributors make expert use
of census, land, and tax records, as well as newspapers,
thus leading the way to a fuller understanding of this shadowy world of poor white life. While producing a thorough annotation of the Isham text, they have also
admirably demonstrated the potential of court and criminal prosecution records for documenting, uncovering, and
understanding the lives of the South's most elusive social
group.
If The Confessions 0/Edward Isham offers us a rare
glimpse into the world of poor whites in the antebellum
South, the memoirs of Cornelia Jones Pond provide us
with far more familiar images associated with the
slaveholding elite. Dictated to her daughter one year before the tum of the twentieth century, Pond's memoir
recounts her memories of home, family, and living within
the privileged stability of one of the South's wealthiest
families. In a thorough, gracefully written introduction,
Lucinda H. MacKethan offers excellent context for Pond's
text by providing important information on the histori-
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cal development of Georgia's Midway District, as well
as providing important information on Jones's family and
circle of friends. Cornelia Jones's family traced its origins
from the "Dorchester Puritans," who began carving out
lavish plantations in the low coastal swamp lands in the
1750s. One of the families that appear frequently in these
pages is the James Colcocke Jones family, which, though
unrelated to Cornelia's family, had been intimately associated with them since their migration to the district in the
eighteenth century. That family and the society that
emerged there was brought to light some time ago by
Robert Manson Myers's massive three-volume publication of Jones correspondence, Children o/Pride (New
Haven, 1972).
Pond's original text is in the Midway Museum and was
given to the Midway Society by Pond's great-nephew.
MacKethan inserted paragraph breaks and chapter headings which divide Pond's life into five major periods: Plantation Childhood, A Southern Belle, Home Making in the
Old South, Daughter of the Confederacy, and Starting
Over in the New South. Otherwise the text appears as it
was originally written except that in some instances capitalization and punctuation were regularized, and missing
or illegible words were inserted in brackets.
Cornelia Jones Pond's memoirs are filled with descriptions of balls, evening dresses, lavish weddings, loving
family gatherings, sumptuous dinners, and devoted slaves.
Her paternalistic attitudes on the "peculiar institution" mirrored those of her class. As the pampered and privileged
daughter of a slaveholding family, Cornelia never questioned the morality or inherent benefits of slavery for both
whites and blacks. She never challenged the inherent brutality of the system, or examined the internal impulses of
African Americans for freedom. The condition of African Americans was foreordained. Providence had deigned
to entrust an inferior race to her family. Such folk dutifully clothed, housed, fed, and cared for the moral and
religious lives of their bondsmen. Thus in Pond's reminiscences, as MacKethan reminds us, we find "many of
the same stereotypes of happy slaves, caring paternal
masters, the good times 'befo' dah wah' that we recognize
as staples of the white southern literature that began to
be popular during Reconstruction. Such literature, with
its racist overtones and blind spots, remains even today
dangerously seductive, as the continued popularity of Gone
with the Wind demonstrates.» "Pond's account,» MacKethan
continues, "is rarely defensive, and less propagandistic than
many penned during her own time and later, partly because the attitudes and responses belonged to a construction of events that was meant for the private sphere of

her own family and not for the public arenas. Pond is
carrying on a conversation not with critics or historians
of the Old South but with those who are familiar with
her experiences or those who, she naturally assumes, will
grow up to share her point of view" (xiii). Thus Cornelia's
work certainly has limitations. Even so, McKethan reminds
us that her memoir is valuable in that it adds to the growing primary literature of upper-class slaveholding women
of the Old South. 4
Cornelia Jones attended school in Macon and Madison, Georgia, before marrying Thomas Goulding Pond,
a mathematics professor who became an Episcopal clergyman after the Civil War. Migrating with him to Savannah and then to Tuskegee, Alabama, and back to Savannah
again, Cornelia played the role of the dutiful wife. She
bore Pond three daughters and, after the Civil War, a son.
When the Civil War broke out, Pond fIrst put his mathematical talents to work building fortifications for the
Confederacy on the Georgia coast. When her husband
left the state, Cornelia and the children returned to her
father's plantation. As the Civil War progressed, it changed
Cornelia's world. She remembered the shortages, wartime
weddings, the comings and goings of the soldiers, and
the heartbreak she felt for those who never returned. Near
the end of the war, Cornelia recalls how Sherman's Bummers stole food, destroyed property, molested her family, and "demoralized" their faithful servants. Though
Pond served in both Tennessee and Virginia, he survived
the war. He returned to a dramatically different state.
When the war was over, Cornelia and her family rebuilt their lives as best they could. Their most diffIcult
challenge was the adjustment to freedom. The end of
slavery meant that, as Cornelia recalled, "locks had to be
put on stables because the negroes were now free and
lawless. During the winter they could be seen walking the
road in yankee overcoats with guns on their shoulders, a
sight unknown in slavery times" (87). Cornelia tells of once
faithful slaves (who now worked for shares), occupying
soldiers, and surly freedman's bureau officials. In 1870
Pond joined the Episcopal priesthood and took charge
of a boys' school near Mobile, Alabama. Cornelia accompanied her husband to a number of posts, including
Marion, Alabama, and Albany and Mt. Airy, Georgia.
Pond died in 1894 and Cornelia herself succumbed in
1902.

The chief value of Cornelia Pond's memoir is that it
brings to light the experiences, views, and opinions of a
woman who represented one of the Old South's most
distinguished families. MacKethan's excellent introduction
puts Pond's memoir in the proper historical and regional

context. The work would have profIted from maps which
could have traced Pond and her family's movements
through Georgia and Alabama. The work also lacks an
index and illustrations. (It is hard to believe that such a
well-to-do family left no likenesses of themselves, or that
photographs of their plantation were unavailable.) Further, MacKethan makes no attempt to place this memoir
within the overall genre of Southern women's memoirs
and autobiography. But these are only minor criticisms.
General readers will fInd this brief memoir accessible, and
scholars will fInd it useful to the extent that it furthers our
understanding of Pond's region and class.

Notes
1. "Poor whites" should be carefully distinguished from those
whom Frank L. Owsley labeled "Plain Folk." Owsley and
subsequent scholars have argued that this group represented an
unsrudiedand largely undocumented middle class of yeoman farmers
and small slaveholders which constituted the bulk of Southern
society. See Samuel C. Hyde, ed., Plain Folk in the South Revisited
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1997);J. William
Harris, Plain Folk ina Slave Society: W1Jite Liberty and BlackSlavery in
Augusta'sHinterlands (Middletown, Conn.: Wesleyan University
Press, 1985); Bill Cecil-Fronsman, Common W1Jites: Class Culture in
Antebellum North Carolina (Lexington: University of Kentucky Press,
1992); I. A Newby, Plain Folk in the New South: Social Change and
Persistence, 1880-1915 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 1989). Some scholars, beginning with the path-breaking work
of Grady McWhiney, have chosen to call this group "Crackers," a
contemporary depiction. See McWhiney, Cracker Culture: Celtic
Ways in the South (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1988);
James M. Denham, "The Florida Cracker Before the Civil War as
Seen Though Travelers' Accounts," Florida Historical Quarterly 72
(April 1994): 453-68; idem, "Cracker Women and Their Families in
Nineteenth-Century Florida," inFlorid4 ~ HeritageofDiversity: Essays
in Honor ofSamuel Proctor, ed. Mark!. Greenberg, William Warren
Rogers, and Canter Brown, Jr. (Tallahassee: Sentry Press, 1997), 1528; DanaSte. Claire, Cracker: The Cracker Culture in Florid4 History
(Daytona Beach: Museum of Arts and Sciences, 1998); James M.
Denham and Canter Brown,Jr., eds., Cracker Times andPioneer Lives:

The Florida Reminiscences ofGeorge Gillett Keen and Sarah Pamela
Williams (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2000).
2. An excellent contemporary source for social groups in the
South is Daniel R. Hundley, Social Relations in Our Southern States
(New York: Henry B. Price, 1860). Older, but still useful, studies of
poor whites are Paul H. Buck, "The Poor Whites of the Ante-Bellum
South," American HistoricalReview 31 (October 1925): 41-54; A. N.
J. Den Hollander, "The Tradition of 'Poor Whites,'" in Culture in the
South,ed. W. T. Couch (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 1934),403-31. See also Shields McIlwaine, The Southern Poor·
White from Lubberland to Tobacco Road (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1939). From Shields's study until the late 1970s
not much scholarly work on poor whites appeared untilJ. Wayne
Flynt's publication ofDixie~ ForgottenPeople: The South~ Poor W1Jites
(Bloomington: University of Indiana Press, 1979). Subsequently, a
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number of excellent studies have appeared. See especially
appropriate sections of BertramWyatt-Brown, SouthemHonor: Ethics
and Behavior in the Old South {New York: Oxford University Press,
1982}; Charles C. Bolton, Poor WhitesofAntebellum South: Tenantsand

A Belle ofthe Fifties: Memoirs ofMrs. Clay ofAlabama, Covering Social
and Political Life in Washington and the South, 1853-66 (Tuscaloosa:
University of Alabama Press, 1999). See also Denham and Brown,
Cracker TimesandPioneer Lives, forthcoming.

Laborers in Central North CarolinaandNortheastMississippi (Durham:
Duke University Press, 1994); and Victoria E. Bynum, Unruly

Women:1hePoliticsofSocialandSexualControlintheOldSouth(Chapel
Hill: UniversityofNonh Carolina Press, 1992}.
3. For example, see Jack Kenny Williams, Vogues in Villainy:
Crime and Retribution in Antebellum South Carolina (Columbia:
University of South Carolina Press, 1959). See also James M.
Denham, "A Rogue's Paradise": Crime and Punishment in A ntebellum
Florida (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1997), 88-89,
156-60; Bertram Wyatt-Brown, "Community, Class, andSnopesian
Crime: Local Justice in the Old South, " in Orville Vernon Burton
andRobertC.McMathJr., Class, Conf/ictandConsensus:Antebellum
Southern Community Studies (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press,
1982), 173-206; Wyatt-Brown, SouthernHonor.
4. Several recent works have made particularly good use of
manuscript sources to shed light on elite women's roles in the Old
South. See Catherine Clinton, The PlantationMistress: Woman's World
in the Old South {New York: Pantheon Books, 1982};Joan Cashin,A

FamilyVenture:MenandWomenontheSouthernFrontier{NewYork:
Oxford, 1991}; Drew Gilpin Faust, Mothm oj7nvention: Women ofthe
Slaveholding South in theAmerican Civil War(ChapelHill: University of
Nonh Carolina Press, 1996}. Recently, a number of letter
collections and memoirs have appeared which shed light on the role
of plantation women. See, for example, Joan E. Cashin, ed., Our
Common Affairs: Textsfrom Women in theOldSouth (Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1996); Richard C. Lounsbury, ed., Louisa
S. McCord: Poems, Drama, Biography, Letters (Charlottesville:
University of Virginia Press, 1996); Carol Bleser, ed., Tokens of
Affection: The Letters ofa Planter's Daughter in the Old South (Athens:
University of Georgia Press, 1996); Wilma King, ed., A Northern
Woman in thePlantationSouth: Letters ofTryphenaBlancheHolderFox,
1856-1876 (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1997).
Elizabeth Fox Genovese, Beulah (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 1992};Judith W. McGuire, ed.,Diary ofa Southern
Refugee During the War: By a Lady ofVirginia (Lincoln: University of
NebraskaPress, 1995); Virginia Clay Clapton and Ada Sterling, eds.,

ADE Session at
MLA Annual Meeting
The Modem Language Association will meet in Chicago 27-30 December 1999 at the Hyatt Regency
Hotel, with the ADE panel to be held on 28 December in the Acapulco Room from 10: 15 to 11:45 A.M.
The topic is "Editing in the Digital Age: W. B. Yeats
and Marianne Moore," chaired by Richard Finneran,
Hodges Chair of Excellence Professor at the University of Tennessee. The panelists and their topics are
George Bomstein (University of Michigan), "Exploring the Electronic Environment with the Yeats Prototype"; WilliamH O'Donnell (University of Memphis),
"Exploring the Electronic Environment with the
Chadwyck-Healy W B. }eats Collection"; and Robin
Schulze (pennsylvania State University), "Authorial Selection and Editorial Practice: Towards an Electronic
Edition of Marianne Moore's Early Poems." You must
be a member of MLA to attend the convention.
The 2000 MLA meeting will be held in December in Washington, D.c. Anyone wishing to propose
a panel should write to Joel Myerson, Department of
English, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC
29208.

ADE 2000 Annual Meeting in Berkeley
5-7 October 2000
Call for Proposals for Papers and Sessions
The Program Committee for next year's annual meeting hopes to be able to present some sessions that are related
to the California locale, for example, the history of Spanish California, topics concerning Native American history
and culture, Bay Area figures focused upon in various disciplines, and other ''Western" matters. This of course does
not mean that subjects related to other regions and countries are outside the Committee's scope as it tries to develop a program that will be of interest to all. If you are planning to propose the presentation of a 20-minute
paper or to submit a plan for a session, the deadline is 15 February 2000. As soon as possible, please contact the
Program Committee chair, Joseph R. McElrath, The Frank Norris Society, Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL
32306-1580; e-mail: jmcelrath@english.fsu.edu; phone (850) 644-1522; fax (850) 644-0811.
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Recent Editions
COMPILED BY MARK A. MASTROMARINO
This quarterly feature provides an annotated bibliography of current documentary editions published on subjects in the fields of American and
English history, literature, and culture. It is generally restricted to first editionsofEnglish-language works edited from manuscript. To have
publications included in future lists, please send full bibliographic citations to Mark A. Mastromarino, 3696 Green Creek Road, Schuyler, VA
22969; Fax (804) 831-2892; E-mail: mamastro@juno.com

BATES, JAMES C.A 7exas Cavalry Officer's Civil war: The
Diary and Letters ofJames C Bates. Edited by Richard Lowe.
Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1999. 380
pp. $34.95. ISBN 0-8071-2372-2. The texts of these previously unpublished documents are supplemented by a
preface, introduction, and an epilogue, as well as maps
and illustrations. Editorial apparatus also includes a bibliography and index.

Northern Illinois University Press, 1999.250 pp. $38
(cloth), ISBN 0-87580-259-1; $18 (paper), ISBN 0-87580584-1. These memoirs recount the experiences of a
woman who in 1861 enlisted in the 2nd Michigan infantry Regiment as a man named Franklin Thompson and
saw action in Virginia and Kentucky. An introduction and
annotation verify most of her account from government
records and other sources.

CARMACK., EFFIE MARQUESS. OutoftheBlackPatch:
TheAutobiograpby ofEffieMarquess Carmack, FolkMusicidn,
Artist, and Writer. Edited by Noel A. Carmack and Karen

EDWARDS,JONATIIAN. The WorkscfJanathanEdwards.
Volume XVII: Sermons and Discourses, 1730-1733. Edited
by Mark Valeri. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1999. 576 pp. $80. ISBN 0-300-078404. This
volume contains a selection of eighteen sermons that the
Northampton, Mass., minister and theologian composed
for his congregation. It includes previously unpublished
sermons, as well as the better known "God Glorified in
Man's Dependence" and" A Divine and Supernatural
Light."

Lynn Davidson. Volume IV in the Life Writings of Frontier Women Series. Logan: Utah State University Press,
1999. $29.95. ISBN 0-87421-279-0. This previously unpublished memoir, commenced in the 1940s, traces
Carmack's life (1885-1973) from her girlhood in the tobacco-growing region of southern Kentucky and conversion to the Mormon church through her adulthood,
as she moved with her husband to Utah, Arizona, and
California, always preserving the rural southern folkways
of her youth through her music, writing, and painting.
COOPER,ANTIIONY ASHLEY. OxtracteristickscfMen,
Manners, Opinions, Tzmes. Volumes I andn. Edited by Philip
Ayres. New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1999.368 and 408 pp. $115 each; ISBN 0-19-8123760-9
and 0-19-812377-9. This first edition in almost a century
of the collection of treatises on interconnected themes in
moral philosophy, aesthetics, literature, and politics written by the English Earl of Shaftesbury (1671-1713) boasts
a substantial introduction that discusses Shaftesbury's
works and ideas in the context of his times and traces the
reception and influence of his writings through the eighteenth century and beyond
EDMONDS, SARAH EM:MA. Memoirs o/aSoldier; Nurse,
and Spy. A WOman's Adventures in the Union Army: Sarah
Emma Edmonds. Edited by Elizabeth D. Leonard. DeKalb:

HARRISON, WILLIAM HENRY. The Papers ojWzlliam
Henry Harrison, 1800-1815. Microfilm Edition, 10 reels
and printed guide. Edited by Douglas E. Clanin et al. indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society, 1999. $300 for complete set and guide; $35 per individual reel, $20 for guide
($240 for Society members; $28 per reel, $16 for guide).
ISBN 0-87195-000-7. This definitive edition (the first three
reels of which were released in 1993) of the early years
of Harrison's public career contains annotated transcriptions of over 3,600 documents collected from public,
private, and printed sources. The documents consist of
Harrison's official and personal correspondence, Indian
treaties, court documents, and business and land records
created while Harrison governed Indiana Territory and
the District of Louisiana and afterwards commanded the
U.S. Northwest Army during the War of 1812.
HEMANS, FEUCIA. ''Records ofWomen':' with Other Poems. Edited by Paula R. Feldman. Lexington: University
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Press of Kentucky, 1999.248 pp. $17.95 (paper). ISBN
0-8131-0964-7. This critical edition of the popular earlynineteenth<entury British poet's 1828 collection and other
poems will help to restore Heman's place in the Romantic canon with Wordsworth, Shelley, Scott, and Byron, all
of whom respected and admired her poetry.

JEFFERSON, THOMAS. 1heDeclaration ifJndependence:
The Evolution 0/a Text. Edited by Julian P. Boyd; rev. ed.,
edited and introduced by Gerard W. Gawalt. Washington, D.e.: Library of Congress and the Thomas Jefferson
Memorial Foundation, Inc., distributed by University Press
of New England, 1999. 102 pp. $29.95 ISBN 0-84440980-4. First published in 1943 and out of print for over
40 years, this significant volume still serves as the preeminent textual presentation of the most fundamental document of the American republic. This new edition presents
in an oversize format 46 color plates of all known drafts
of the Declaration, including a fragment of one discovered in 1947. The wartime foreword by then-Librarian
of Congress Archibald MacLeish complements Boyd's
expert insights into the composition and editing of the

document.
JEFFERSON, THOMAS. Jefferson Abroad. Edited by
Douglas L. Wilson and Lucia Stanton. The Modern Library. New York: Random House, Inc., 1999.358 pp.
$22.95. ISBN 0-679-60319-0. The editors, historians at
Monticello, selected 111 letters and other documents
written by Jefferson in Europe from 1784 to 1789 in order
to reveal his character, personality, and myriad interests.
Correspondents include John and Abigail Adams, Maria
Cosway, the marquis de Lafayette, James Madison, and
George Washington. The texts of the documents are reprinted from volumes 7 through 15 of the Princeton
edition of the Jefferson Papers, but the light annotation
is original to this volume. A preface, descriptive list of
principal correspondents, and index complete the editorial apparatus.
KENNEDY, JOHN FITZGERALD. Report to JFK: The
Skybolt Crisis in Perspective. Edited by RichaniE. Neustadt.
Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1999.192 pp. $25.
ISBN 0-8014-3622-2. President Kennedy gave this confidential report to his wife, saying, "If you want to know
what my life is like, read this," and the first lady had it
with her in Dallas when Kennedy was assassinated. The
complete text of the declassified report, with Kennedy's
comments, and Neustadt's editorial commentary, as well
as a glossary and a cast of characters, contribute to a better
88

DOCUMENTARY EDITING / December 1999

understanding of the crisis in Anglo-American relations
that occurred when the administration canceled an airborne missile system named Skybolt, which British prime
minister Harold Macmillan had assumed would be sold
to his nation.
KENNEDY, JOHN FITZGERALD. The Kennedysand
Cuba: 1heDeclassifiedDocumentary Histary. Edited by Mark
J. White. Chicago: Ivan R. Dee, Publisher, 1999.384 pp.
$28.95. ISBN 1-56663-265-X. This intriguing collection
of declassified documents selected from State Department fues, the Kennedy Library, private papers, and the
Assassination Records Review Board traces the attitudes
and actions of President Kennedy and his attorney general brother toward one of America's thorniest foreign
policy problems during the Cold War.

KIPLING, RUDYARD. The Letters o/Rudyard Kipling.
Volume IV: 1911-19. Edited by Thomas Pinney. Iowa
City: University of Iowa Press, 1999. 622 pp. $62.95.
ISBN 0-87745-657-7. The outgoing correspondence in
this penultimate volume is concerned chiefly with World
War I, which the writer supported, though it claimed the
life of his only son John in 1915. Other subjects include
the prewar publication of Rewards and Fairies and Songs
from Books, Irish home rule, Kipling's travels to the Italian
and French fronts as a war correspondent, and the publication of his last volume of poems, The Yea~ Between, in
1919. The volume is illustrated with nine photographs and
four drawings and includes an introduction, chronology,
annotation, and a register of names and correspondents
(a full cumulative index will be published in the final volume of the series).
LETCHER,JOHN SEYMOUR. Good-bye to O/dPeking:
The wartime Letters o/US. Marine Captain John Seymour
Letcher, 1937-1939. Edited by RogerB. Jeans and Katie
Letcher Lyle. Athens: Ohio University Press, 1998.210
pp. $34.95. ISBN 0-8214-1228-0. This series of letters
from the commander of a company of the US. Embassy
Marine Guard in Peking to his parents in Virginia describes
the life of a Westerner in pre-Communist China and details the opening days of the Sino-Japanese War and the
Japanese occupation of the former imperial city. The letters are accompanied by photographs and maps, and the
editorial apparatus consists of an introduction, preface,
notes, bibliography, and index.
LEWIS, MERIWETHER, and WllllAM CLARK. The
Journals 0/the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Volume XII:

HerbariumoftheLewisarzd GarkExpedition. Edited by Gary
E. Moulton. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1999.
352 pp. $75. ISBN 0-8032-2913-3. This volume in the
award-winning series contains the most complete listing
of the plants cataloged by the Lewis and Clark expedition, all but one of the specimens having been collected
by Meriwether Lewis, the expedition's most skilled botanist. The collection was subsequendy scattered among
major institutions, principally the Academy of Natural
Sciences in Philadelphia, and the 239 extant items are
brought together herein for the first time to assist researchers in identifying each plant's location, distribution, and
use along the expedition's route.
LINCOLN, ABRAHAM. Lincoln on Lincoln. By PaulM
Zall. lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1999.216
pp. $25. ISBN 0-8131-2141-8. This book, by the author
of Abe Lincoln Laughing, weaves extracts from Lincoln's
letters, speeches, and interviews around two core documents, sketches of his life that Lincoln prepared for the
1860 presidential race. Zall's own running commentary
contributes to a continuous, compelling biographical narrative.

MCClJLLERS, CARSON. IlluminaJ:ionandNtgfotGlare: The
Unfinished Autobiography ofCarson McCullers. Edited by
Carlos 1. Dews. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press,
1999.280 pp. $24.95. ISBN 0-299-16440-3. This is the
first time the unfinished autobiography of Carson
McCullers, the author of TheHeartls a Lonely Hunter,Memherofthe Wedding,Rejlections ina GoldmEye, and The Ballad
ofthe Sad Cafe, has ever been published. The editor has
supplemented that text, left uncompleted because of
McCullers's final stroke, with previously unpublished letters between her and her husband Reeves, and an oudine
of her most famous novel. Looking back over her life
from a precocious childhood in Georgia to her painful
decline from a series of crippling strokes, McCullers offers poignant and unabashed remembrances of her early
writing success, her family attachments, a troubled marriage to a failed writer, and friendships with literary and
film luminaries, including Gypsy Rose Lee, Richard
Wright, Isak Dinesen,John Huston, and Marilyn Monroe.
MONTGOMERY, LUCY MAUD. 1heSelectedJoumals
ofL.M Montgomery. Volume IV: 1929-1935. Edited by
Mary Rubio and Elizabeth Waterston. New York and
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999. 464 pp. $35.
ISBN 0-19-541381-4. When this penultimate volume
opens in 1929, the 54-year-old Montgomery was known

worldwide as the author ofAnne ofGreen Gables. Yet with
the Stock Market Crash came a severe drop in her royalties and other troubling financial problems, followed by
other personal difficulties, including her husband's total
nervous breakdown. Montgomery was concerned with
her own mental state after exuberant travels to Prince
Edward Island and western Canada and in anticipation
of her moving to Toronto.
POWELL,DAWN. SelectedLettersofDawnPuwell, 19131965. Edited by Tim Page. New York: Owl Books, Henry
Holt & Co., 1999. $30. ISBN 0-8050-5364-6. These previously unpublished personal letters, from the writer
praised by Ernest Hemingway and Gore Vidal among
others for her poems, stories, articles, plays, and dizzying
and inventive novels, trace her journey from a small town
in Ohio to a life of glitter in Manhattan. The letters offer
gossip and literary commentary as well as glimpses into
Powell's own writings and episodes in her personal life.
ROOSEVELT,ELEANOR OJurageinaDangerous World:
The Political Writings ofEleanor Roosevelt. Edited by Allida
M. Black. New York: Columbia University Press, 1999.
376 pp. $29.95. ISBN 0-231-11180-0. These 99 chronologically arranged political pieces, selected from the first
lady's newspaper columns, State Department reports, letters, magazine articles, United Nations writings, and
speeches, reflect Eleanor Roosevelt's roles as journalist,
politician, activist, diplomat, and educator. The editor has
also provided an introduction, comprehensive bibliography, and index.
SAN FRANCISCO. A Year ofMud and Gold: San Francisco in Letters and Diaries, 1849-1850. Edited by William
Benemann. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1999.
267 pp. $29.95. ISBN 0-8032-1293-3. The city's metamorphosis from a small Mexican outpost into a rough and
tumble boomtown during its Gold Rush heyday is captured in a selection of letters and diary entries written by
ordinary men and women from a variety of social and
economic backgrounds.
SLAVERY. TheMany Faces ofSlavery. Edited by AlexiaJones
Helsley and Patrick McCawley. Columbia: South Carolina Department of Archives and History, 1999. 168 pp.
$14.25. ISBN 1-880067-52-8. The eleven documents selected from the state archives for this edition provide insights into the everyday lives of enslaved antebellum
African-Americans. Each document is published in facsimile and accompanied by a transcript and an essay placDecember 1999/ DOCUMENTARY EDITING
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ing it in context. Other features, such as photographs and
illustrations, notes for teachers, bibliography, and index,
make this volume a strong candidate for course adoption.

TIIACKERAY, WllLIAMMAKEPEACE. Catherine:A
Story. Edited by Sheldon E Goldfarb. Ann Arbor: Uni-

prehensive list of Mount Vernon's slaves, and Tobias Lear's
eyewitness accounts of Washington's ftnal illness and death.
The well-annotated and well-indexed volumes appear in
time for the bicentennial of Washington's death on 14 December.

versity of Michigan Press, 1999.266 pp. $75. ISBN 0472-11041-1. This new critical edition of Thackeray's first
novel, which appeared ftrst in Fraser's Magazine in 18391840, is the latest offering of the Thackeray Edition, the
first full-scale scholarly edition of William Makepeace
Thackeray's works to appear in over seventy years, and
the only one based on an examination of manuscripts and
relevant printed texts. Although originally intended as a
spoof of the 1830s Newgate school of criminal romance,
Catherine has intrinsic merit of its own for its cynical narrator and roguish heroine, both of whom foreshadow
similar creations in Vcmity Fair eight years later.

WESTPOINT.1beClasso/1861:Custer,Amesand7heir
Classmates after west Point. Edited by Ralph Kirshner.
Carbondale: Southern illinois University Press, 1999.272
pp. $34.95 ISBN 0-8093-2192-0. This collection ofletters, journals, and published accounts written by members of the two classes that graduated from the U.S.
Military Academy in 1861 details the Civil War experiences
and postwar careers of such classmates as George
Armstrong Custer, Adelbert Ames, Henry Algernon du
Pont,John Pelham, Emory Upton, Thomas L. Rosser,
Judson Kilpatrick, and Orville E. Babcock. The volume
includes a foreword by George A. Plimpton, eighty-three
photographs, and an appendix that ranks the class members and evaluates their historical signiftcance.

TOLSON, MELVIN B. ''Harlem Gallery" and Other Poems 0/Melvin B. Tolson. Edited by Raymond Nelson.
Charlottesville and London: University Press of Virginia,
1999.486 pp. $60 (cloth), ISBN 0-8139-1864-2; $18.95
(paper), ISBN 0-8139-1865-0. This first complete collection of the works of poet Melvin B. Tolson (1898-1966)
brings together three books-Rendezvous with America
(1944), Libretto/orthe Republic o/Liberia (1953), andHarlem
Gallery (1965)-as well as fugitive poems written by one
of black America's most important modernist voices after 1944. The volume is enhanced by an introduction by
Rita Dove and includes helpful annotation.

WILLCOX, ORLANDO BOLIVAR Forgotten Valor: 1be
Memoirs,journals, and Ovil War Letters ifOrlando B. WUicax.
Edited by Robert Garth Scott. Kent, Ohio: Kent State
University Press, 1999.736 pp. $49. ISBN 0-87338-628o. These materials selected from a locked trunk recently
discovered in a Washington, D. c., attic, tell the story of a
major general and prominent Union division commander
who fought from Bull Run to the siege of Petersburg.
Forty-four illustrations, 15 maps, annotation, appendices,
a bibliography, and index complement the text.

WASHINGTON, GEORGE. The Papers o/George Washington. Retirement Series. Volume III: September 1798-April
1799; Volume IV: April-December 1799. Edited by W. W.
Abbot and Edward G. Lengel. Charlottesville and London: University Press of Virginia, 1999. 550 pp., $55,
ISBN 0-8139-1838-3; 631 pp., $55, ISBN 0-8139-18553. The last two volumes of the Retirement Series detail
Washington's ftnal service to his nation, as commander of
a new American army to be raised to repulse a feared
French invasion, and document the first former president'S
personal, plantation, and familial affairs, as well as his involvement in the political controversy over Alexander
Hamilton's military rank in the new army. As FrancoAmerican tensions eased, Washington redirected even
more of his attention to his estate, and significant documents appearing in Volume IV include the will drawn up
in July 1799, plans for the Mount Vernon farms, a com90
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WIIMar,JOHN.1be Works ifjohn Wtlmot,EarlifRochester. Edited by Harold Love. New York and Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1999.768 pp. $165. ISBN 019-818367-4. John Wilmot, second Earl of Rochester
(1647-1680), was a leading member of the group of
"court wits" surrounding Charles II and one of the wittiest and most sexually explicit poets in English. This edition presents a scholarly text based on detailed examination
of Wilmot's manuscripts with full textual and explanatory
notes.
WORDSWORTH, WILLIAM. LastPoems, 1821-1850.
Edited by Jared Curtis, Apryl Denny-Ferris, andJillian
Heydt-Stevenson. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press,
1999. 1,040 pp. $100.00. ISBN 0-8014-3625-7. This latest volume in the Cornell edition of Wordsworth presents much of the poetic output (about 200 poems) from
the last three decades of Wordsworth's life (the volume

excludes longer works written during this period, which
appear in other volumes of the edition). This volume
provides reading texts of all the poems in their earliest
finished versions, an apparatus criticus of all variant readings from all surviving manuscript and print forms over
which the poet exercised control, Wordsworth's and the
editors' notes to each of the poems, and photographs and
transcriptions of selected manuscripts. Chronologically
arranged, the poems explore themes both perennial and
topical, as Wordsworth endeavored to come to terms with
a rapidly changing world by exploring the past, the
present, and the links between them.

YEllOWSTONE. ~llowstoneand the Gre4t West-joumals,
Letters, and/magesfrom the 1871 HaydenExpediticm. Edited
by Marlene Deahl Merrill. Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1999.319 pp. $29.95. ISBN 0-8032-3148-2. This
valuable and attractive volume presents a daily record of
Ferdinand Hayden's scientific expedition of 1871 to the
Yellowstone Basin. It consists of the unpublished journals kept by mineralogist Albert Peale and geologist
George Allen, Peale's reports to his hometown newspaper, and letters from Hayden to Spencer Baird, his friend
and mentor at the Smithsonian Institution, as well as photographs taken by William Henry Jackson, drawings by
topographical artist Henry Elliott, and other images made
by guest artist Thomas Moran. Editorial apparatus includes an introduction and extensive annotation, as well
as maps.

SEDIT-L
Scholarly Editing Forum
You are invited to join the discussion on SEDIT-L. The Scholarly Editing Forum is a listserve created for the convenience
of editors in the ADE and other interested parties. Its purpose is to foster interproject communication, address common problems, and act as a fast means of communicating
with the editing community. Subscription is free.
To subscribe to SEDIT-L, send the message
"sub edit-l [your full name)"
in the body of the message to: listserve®umdd.bitnet or
listserve@umdd.umd.edu
To unsubscribe, send the message
"signoff sedit-l"
to the same address.
The host of the list is the University of Maryland and the
manager of the list is Steven E Miller, who can be reached via
e-mail at sm37@Umail.umd.edu

PlanningAhead
ADE 2001
The annual meeting of the Association for Documentary Editing in 2001 will be held 4-6 October in Raleigh, North Carolina, at the Sheraton Capital Center Hotel. The hotel is a few
blocks from the State Capital and area museums, and the
rate is $69 plus U% tax. The website for the Sheraton, which
also includes information about attractions in the Raleigh
area, is www.sheratoncapital.com

Association for Documentary Editing
Resolution of Commendation
Whereas, the Model Editions Partnership is a consortium of seven historical editions which has joined forces with
leaders of the Text Encoding Initiative and the Center for Electronic Text in the Humanities to investigate how
documentary editions could and should look on the World Wide Web, and
Whereas, the Model Editions Partnership has set forth editorial guidelines for publishing historical documents in
electronic form, and
Whereas, the Model Editions Partnership has created guidelines for text markup that are specific to documentary
editing, and
Whereas, the Model Editions Partnership has created abridged electronic historical documentary editions and made
them available on the World Wide Web as examples of the editorial and text markup guidelines; be it therefore
Resolved, that the Association for Documentary Editing commends Project Director David Chesnutt, Co-Coordinators Susan Hockey and C. M. Sperberg-McQueen, and the Partnership Steering Committee for their pioneering
efforts toward expanding the genre of documentary editing to include electronic media.
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Position Available
Editor, Dictionary of Virginia Biography
(State Library Coordinator-Grade 12), Position #00118, $33,811 - $52,787
The Library of Virginia seeks a managing editor of the multivolume Dictionary afVirginia Biography. The managing
editor will direct a staff of historians and editors in selecting subjects for inclusion, identifying contributors, overseeing research and writing, and directing editing, fact-checking, text preparation, indexing, and publication of volumes.

Successful experience in editing and publishing, in researching and writing for publication, and ability to work to a
schedule and adhere to a style sheet required. Demonstrated ability to plan and direct the work of an editorial team
essential. Advanced degree in American history or related field or equivalent professional experience preferred. Knowledge of Virginia history highly desirable. Excellent word-processing skills required and experience in typesetting,
data base management, and indexing preferred. An equivalent combination of education, training, and experience
may substitute.
The Library of Virginia fosters an open, team-oriented work environment and is seeking an individual who values
and appreciates this approach. To apply, submit a completed Virginia Employment Application Form, and any
supporting materials, by 5:00 PM on Friday, 28 January 2000, to: Patricia Ann Brown, Human Resources Office,
The Library of Virginia, 800 East Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219-8000. Telephone 804-692-3586 or FAX
804-692-3587.
The Virginia Employment Application Form is available online from the Virginia Department of Personnel and
Training at http://www.dpt.state.va.us/statefrm.htm. An EEOI AAIADA Employer.

KevinHayes WinsFirst
Vi~niaLibrary History Award
Kevin Hayes, former bibliography editor of Documentary Editing, has been awarded the first Virginia Library History Award by the Virginia Center for the
Book and the Library of Virginia Foundation. The
award, which includes a $1,000 prize, goes to his book,
The Library o/William Byrd 0/ Westover, published in
1997 by Madison House Publishers, Inc., in cooperation with the Library Company ofPhilade1phia. Hayes
is an associate professor of English at the University
of Central Oklahoma. Among his other books are
CaptainJohnSmith:A Reforence Guide (1991) andA C0lonial Woman~ Bookshelf(1996).
The purpose of the Virginia Library History
Award is to honor exemplary contributions to the
preservation, interpretation, and!or study of the history of libraries in Virginia. Nominations for the next
competition must have been completed between 1
September 1999 and 31 August 2000. Please send
nominations by 15 September 2000 to Virginia Library History Award, Virginia Center for the Book,
Library of Virginia, 800 East Broad Street, Richmond,
Virginia 23219-8000.
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Call for Proposals for
Documentary Editions
The Colonial Society of Massachusetts solicits proposals for book-length documentary editions related
to early Massachusetts history and culture. Some topics
may have a broader focus than just Massachusetts alone
and may extend into the early nineteenth century. Proposals will be judged on their usefulness to the scholarly community. Because the Society undertakes all
publication expenses related to a project, it must retain the copyright to any manuscript, and editors
should expect no remuneration. Proposals, as well as
a curriculum vitae of the editors emphasizing their
experience with documentary editions, should be sent
to John W. Tyler, Editor of Publications, Colonial
Society of Massachusetts, 87 Mount Vernon Street,
Boston, MA 02108.

Special Offer
The Association for Documentary Editing makes available as a sEecial offer at a 20 percent
discount to its members two booKs of major importance to the field:
Mary-Jo Kline, A Guide to Documentary Editing, 2d ed.
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998).
Prepared for ADE. Linda Johanson, Project Director.
Pp. xix, 300. Paper $25.95 list, $20.75 for ADE
members.
First published in 1987 and widely acclaimed, A Guide
to Documentary Editing is available in a completely revised
edition. Drawing on the experience of dozens of
editorial projects, the author details every step of the
editing process as now practised in the electronic
information age-planning a project, organizing
materials, evaluating and transcribing texts, applying
textual and editorial conventions, and preparing the
edition for the publisher. The author makes cautious
predictions about future forms of electronic documentary publications. In addition, Kline brings up to date
the Guide's survey of literature. Editors of such historical and literary documents as correspondence, journals,
diaries, financial records, professional papers, and
unpublished manuscripts will find this book an
indespensable companion.
MARY-J0 KLINE is Curator, Special Collections, at the John Hay Library, Brown University, and coeditor of ThePolitical Correspondence
and Public Papers 0/Aaron Burr, 2 vols (1983) and The Book 0/Abigail
andJohn:SelectedLetterso/theAdamsFamily,1762-1784(1975).

Michael E. Stevens and Steven B. Burg, Editing Historical
Documents: A Handbook o/Practice (Walnut Creek, CA:
AltaMira Press, 1997). Published in cooperation with the
AASLH, ADE, and the State Historical Society ofWisconsin. Pp. 264. Cloth $49.00 list, $39.00 for ADEmembers. Paper $24.95 list, $20.00 for ADE members.
''Historical Editors have long wanted a reliable handbook
that would provide easy access to the innumerable issues
and practices that they daily deal with in their profession.
Editing HistaricalDocuments provides a wonderfully diverse
collection of examplesof current practice with full citations to the sources used as examples."-John P.
Kaminski, University of Wisconsin-Madison
"I wish that 1 had such a handbook twenty years ago.
Now that it is published, we shall all wonder how we got
along without it."-Jeffrey J. Crow, North Carolina Division of Archives and History
MICHAEL STEVENS is State Historian at the State Historical So Society

of Wisconsin and the former Director of Publications at the South
Carolina Department of Archives and History. STEVEN B. BURG holds
degrees from Colgate University and the University of WisconsinMadison, where he is a doctoral candidate in United States history.
He currendy is an editor at the State Historical Society of Wisconsin.

Send order with a check made out to the ADE to:

Send Copies to:

Susan Holbrook Perdue
Papers of John Marshall
P.O. Box 8781
Williamsburg, Virginia 23187-8781

Name
---_._--------------_.--------------Address
City_ _ _ _ _ _ State_ _ _ Zip________----I
----------~---------~~.

A Guide to Documentary Editing, _ _ copies@$20.75 each: ...............................................$_.._
Editing Historical Documents,
copies cloth @ $39.00 each: ..........................................$
__-_-c-o-pies paper@$20.00each: ...................................... $

:=
.

Postage and handling@ $3.00 for the first book and .50 per additional book: .................$_._
TOTAL......................................... $- -. -

